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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 



Le Mouvement Sociologique International. — In laying out constructive 
work in sociology, M. Cyr. Van Overbergh in the first number of the transformed 
organ of the Belgian Sociological Society, Le Mouvement Sociologique Inter- 
national, for March, 1907, proposes the following questionnaire : 

1. Definition of sociology. 

2. General history of sociology. 

3. Sociology in the classification of the sciences. 

4. Method. 

5. Classification of social structures. 

6. The formation of social structures. 

7. The preservation of social structures. 

8. The evolution of social structures. 

9. The decay and disappearance of social structures. 

He regards these as fundamental topics which may be analyzed and sub- 
divided according to the character of the sociological undertaking. 

The purpose of Le Mouvement Sociologique International is to cover, as 
broadly and as practically as possible, the field of sociology with the view to obtain 
a complete and orderly documentation of the science. To that end in this 
number of the journal there appears the first part of a systematic arrangement 
of Ward's Pure Sociology (Sociologie pure). The French translation of this 
work by Ferdinand Weil, in 1906, is followed, and the analysis is arranged in 
the order of the questionnaire above given. One topic is given upon a page and 
the pages are perforated so that they may easily be detached and rearranged, 
reclassified, or made the basis of more extended treatment. There is also made 
a similar systematic arrangement of the available material bearing on the Congo 
tribe, the A-Babua. This material can be classified to meet the plans of any 
person desiring to make use of the data furnished. This may be shown by 
examples of the pages under the general heading, "Intellectual Life" — (a) Arts: 
123, Writing; 124, Language; 125, Painting; 126, Dancing; 127, Singing; 128, 
Music ; 1 29, Sculpture. 

While some of the sections read like the chapter on "The Snakes of 
Ireland," it is easy to see that the systematic arrangement of similar data in 
regard to many peoples would be of great value. The journal also contains an 
article upon the evolution of modern Europe, as well as book reviews. This 
attempt at orderly presentation of sociological matter is certainly valuable and 
suggestive in many ways. G. G. W. 

Parties and Classes. — 1. Party spirit is an ensemble of tendencies, ideas, 
and passions. By tacit accord this rise gives to a certain organization: the 
collective person is substituted for the individual person. 

2. Elements of the party: The characteristic traits of the party of opposi- 
tion are hatred of existing institutions and hope for reform. The causes of 
discontent lie in the conditions, but they are also due to the internal dispositions 
of the members of the party. The profession determines the fundamental 
tendencies of each member of society. The real cause of a hostile or favorable 
disposition resides invariably in the professional interests. Trouble in the social 
function, whatever it may be, is the origin of the great currents of ideas, 
tendencies, and passions which form parties and arouse them against established 
authority. 

3. But in a profession not all the members are in the same class or party, 
(a) because of internal causes, such as difference in age, civil state, success 
and fortune; (6) external causes, such as artificial distinctions which the state 
has established by its commercial and industrial legislation, by gifts and favors, 
on the basis of birth, territory, fortune, and religion. — Arthur Bauer, in Revue 
international de Sociologie, January, 1907. E. H. S. 
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